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still incomplete. The idea still prevails that a truly cultural
or liberal education cannot have anything in common, directly
at least, with industrial affairs, and that the education which
is fit for the masses must be a useful or practical education
in a sense which opposes useful and practical to nurture of
appreciation and liberation of thought
As a consequence, our actual system is an inconsistent
mixture. Certain studies and methods are retained on the
supposition that they have the sanction of peculiar liberality,
the chief content of the term liberal being uselessness for
practical ends. This aspect is chiefly visible in what is
termed the higher education — that of the college and of
preparation for it. But it has filtered through into elementary
education and largely controls its processes and aims. But,
on the other hand, certain concessions have been made to
the masses who must engage in getting a livelihood and to
the increased r&le of economic activities in modern life. These
concessions are exhibited in special schools and courses for the
professions, for engineering, for manual training and commerce,
in vocational and prevocational courses; and in the spirit in
which certain elementary subjects, like the three R's, are
taught. The result is a system in which both " cultural " and
" utilitarian " subjects exist in an inorganic composite where
the former are not by dominant purpose socially serviceable
and the latter not liberative of imagination or thinking power.
In the inherited situation, there is a curious mterrningHng, in
even the same study, of concession to usefulness and a survival
of traits once exclusively attributed to preparation for leisure.
The ' utility' element is found in the motives assigned for the
study, the ' liberal' element in methods of teaching. The out-
come of the mixture is perhaps less satisfactory than if either
principle were adhered to in its purity. The motive popularly
assigned for making the studies of the first four or five years
consist almost entirely of reading, spelling, writing, and
arithmetic, is, for example, that ability to read, write, and figure

